Dear Families,

Moving Up and Moving On

As St Patrick’s, we are proud to be a small, nurturing school where every child is
known and valued. One of our greatest strengths is the strong relationships built
across the whole school community, with staff taking the time to understand and
support each child as an individual.

This week, we held our Moving Up Afternoon, providing children with the
opportunity to spend time with their new class teacher and become familiar with their
new classroom environment. This is an important step in helping children feel
confident, secure and excited about the year ahead. During the afternoon, pupils
began to learn about the routines, expectations and opportunities that September will
bring. It was wonderful to see children demonstrating curiosity, enthusiasm and a
positive attitude as they embraced this change.

For many, this experience helps to ease any worries about transition, replacing them
with excitement and anticipation. Our staff carefully plan this time to ensure that
every child feels supported, reassured and ready for the next stage of their learning
journey.

It was also wonderful to see our new Reception pupils again. This time, they were
very brave as they stayed, and played, without their grown-ups. They already look
right at home!

Our Year Six pupils have spent two very enjoyable days at St Bede's familiarising
themselves with their new school. They are more than ready for the new challenges
which await.

Mr Gray's Visit
Mr Gray, the executive headteacher, who will be taking up post in September, has
been to visit school today. He has a chance to meet with staff and pupils and he was

heartened with the warm welcome he received.

We hope you have a lovely weekend! Come on England!
From All at St Patrick's




General News

End of Year Reports
End of year reports have been issued today. I am sure they will reflect the hard

work, progress and enthusiasm your child has shown throughout this year.

We are incredibly proud of all that the children have achieved and the positive
attitudes they have demonstrated in their learning.

There are no set appointments for parents’ or carers’ meetings this term;
however, if you would like to come into school to discuss your child’s report, or
any aspect of their learning, please contact the school office to arrange a
convenient appointment. We are always happy to meet with you.

End of Year Disco

Discomania hit St Patrick’s on Sunday as families came together for a fantastic
afternoon of fun, laughter and dancing. Organised by our wonderful Friends of St
Patrick’s (FOSP), the event was very well attended and it was lovely to see so
many children, parents and carers enjoying time together.

There was something for everyone, from dancing and games to a brilliant tuck
shop that proved very popular throughout the afternoon. Events like these play
such an important role in bringing our school community together and creating
lasting memories for our children.

A huge thank you to FOSP for their hard work in organising another successful
event and to everyone who attended and supported the day. Your time,
enthusiasm and continued support are greatly appreciated. What a wonderful
afternoon!




General News
BWCET Celebration of Sport — Gateshead Stadium

Our Year Five pupils had a fantastic opportunity to take part in
the BWCET Celebration of Sport at Gateshead Stadium this
week—a memorable experience for everyone involved.

The day brought together pupils from across the trust to
celebrate participation, teamwork and a love of sport. Our
children were able to enjoy a wide range of activities designed
to promote confidence, resilience and physical wellbeing.

Throughout the event, the children demonstrated excellent
sportsmanship, encouraging one another and showing great
determination as they tried new challenges. It was wonderful
to see their enthusiasm and willingness to get involved,
whether competing in activities or cheering on their peers.

Events like this are a valuable opportunity for children to build
new friendships, develop skills and experience the excitement
of being part of a larger sporting community. Our pupils were a
credit to St Patrick’s, representing the school with pride,
positivity and respect at all times.

We are very grateful to BWCET for organising such a well-run
and inspiring event. The children returned full of excitement
and with lasting memories of a very special day.




General News

Year Four Trip to Centre for Life

Year Four pupils enjoyed a brilliant trip to the Centre for Life this
week where they had the opportunity to participate in a States of
Matter workshop, explore all the exhibits linked to their learning in
science and visit the planetarium. A great day was had by all! As
ever, our Year Four children proved themselves to be brilliant
ambassadors for our school with their excellent behaviour. Mrs
Moore said a number of members of the public came up to her to
compliment her on the wonderful attitude and helpfulness shown by

pupils.

Parish Newsletter

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St.
Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about
upcoming parish events and news.



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Parish-Newsletter-5th-July.pdf

General News
Non-Uniform Day and Sweets Galore

Thank you, so much, for all the kind donations of sweets and treats that you
have sent in this morning, which the FOSP will be raffling at their stall at the
parish summer fair on Saturday 11th July.

Uniform Pop-Up Shop

Thanks, also, FOSP for washing (and ironing) the lost property and making it as
good as new to sell at the pop-up shop this week.

There are plenty of items still available if any families want to see what is
available ahead of the new term.

World Cup Match and School Attendance on Monday Morning

As many of you will be aware, the forthcoming World Cup match is scheduled to
take place in the early hours of Monday morning. We know that there will be
considerable excitement around the match and that some families may be
considering allowing their children to stay up, or get up early, to watch it. We
fully understand this. I understand staff may be a little tired on Monday morning
too!

The significance of major sporting occasions such as this and the enjoyment that
they can bring to families and communities is not lost on us. However, we have
been instructed by our trust to clarify that school will be open as normal on
Monday morning and all pupils are expected to attend on time.

Following government advice to schools, we do not have the flexibility to
authorise absence, delay the start of the school day or make alternative
attendance arrangements because of the timing of the match. A late night or
early start to watch the football would not, in itself, be a reason for absence from
school. We therefore ask parents and carers to plan carefully so that children are
able to attend school as usual.

We are sure that our pupils will enjoy the excitement of the World Cup, and we
will of course recognise that many may arrive on Monday morning eager to talk
about the match! Our aim is to work in partnership with families so that children
can enjoy this special time while also maintaining the attendance and routines
that are so important for their education and wellbeing.

Thank you, as always, for your support and understanding.




Online safety

We will give reqular updates throughout the year regarding the
need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any
concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National
Online Safety.
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July Wellbeing Activities

®

Read a book
outdoors.

Host a barbeque
for family and

Create some
outdoor

Have a water

s!

Make a

4.
hc e

fight outd

friends. nature art.

®

Draw a summer
picture for a
loved one.

Press fresh
flowers.

@ Write a

postcard and send
itto a friend or
neighbour.

Play

tennis.

Goona
rainbow nature
scavenger hunt.

Plant carrots
and lettuce.

Create a
summer

Have a

Tidy an area of

the house. growing

Write a
Go to the

Play rounders in 3
cinemaona

the park.

Take a Brain Break

Find a comfortable place to sit. Breathe in for a count of three
and out for a count of five. Do this three times and then, with the
next breath you take in, close your eyes if you feel comfortable
doing so. Continue to focus on your breathing for as long as
you need until you begin to feel calm, settled and relaxed.
If your mind wanders and you start thinking about other
things, notice this and then simply come back to focusing on
your breath.

Take a Brain Break

Go outside or look out of a window. Find a comfortable place to
sit and look up at the sky. Take time to really notice what it is

like. What is the colour? How does it make you feel? Are there
any clouds? If there are, can you see any shapes or pictures
within them? Spend as long as you need just watching and
noticing until you feel calm, settled and relaxed.

scrapbook.

sunflower

competition.

summer
adventure story.

Ingredients

Eton mess.

Make junk
model boats to
sail on your
paddling pool.

Head to the
library and find
books about

Visit a museum.

2 ripe bananas

2 medium eggs

1 tsp vanilla extract

100g cooked quinoa

150g rolled oats

30g raisins

1 cup of fresh strawberries (or

you could use another fruit, such

as blueberries or raspberries)

Equipment

oven

traybake tin

baking paper

large bowl

fork

wooden spoan

knife

fridge or freezer

airtight container or freezer bag

30 family Wellbeing Activities to Celebrate Summer

Go fruit
picking.

Do yoga
outdoors.

Make a
playlist of
summer
feel-good songs

Head to an
adventure
playground.

Make ice

Go camping.
lollies. B

Tie-dye a Discover a

t-shirt.

1. Preheat the oven to 160°C-180°C fan/gas mark 4.
2. Then, line o traybake tin with baking paper.

3. Place the bananas into a large bowl
and use a fork to mash them.

4. Add the eggs and vanilla extract and mix well.

2

. Next, add the cooked quinoa, cats
and raisins and mix again.

6. Stir in the chopped strawberries.

-

. Put the mixture into the
traybake tin and bake in
the oven for 20-25 minutes
until firm to touch.

8. Leave to cool and then
cut into squares.

{
4

Keep the squares in a fridge inside an airtight
container for up to three days.

) Alternatively, freeze in a suitable bag or container

for up to six weeks.

{




Head Teacher’'s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s
certificate this week:

Reception/
Nursery

Being Ready
To Learn

Georgia

For her good
progress in Maths.

Year 1

Being
Respectful

Sydney

For always using
manners with adults
and children in
school.

Being
Respectful

Toby

For being polite, well
mannered, and
always tries his best.

Being
Responsible

For always keeping
her workspace and
classroom tidy.

Being Ready
to Learn

For putting effort into
all of her work this
week and working
hard to improve
Scores.

Being Ready
to Learn

For always wanting to
know more about the
subjects taught, in
class.

Being
Responsible

For being such a
super buddy!




Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special
Mention certificate this week:

For their amazing attitude and
Whole Class| behaviour during the visit from
Crazy Creatures.

Reception/
Nursery

. For her time and care when
Year 1 Edie Mae | producing work this week.

For thoughtful work about the

Year 2 Sophie treasures in our world.

For always working
collaboratively with her peers
and making positive
contribution to group activities.

For being such a kind member
of our class, always offering to
support to anyone who needs

it.

For representing the school at
All of Year 5 | the Celebration of Sport.

Lyla

For being so organised during

Phoebe our Y6 leavers' preparations.




Summary of upcoming events

Sunday 5th

St Patrick’s families join parish for Mass 9am.
All welcome.

Monday 6t —
Thursday 9t

Y6 Bikeability Cycle Training Programme

Monday 6t

Y6 Joint Leavers’ Mass and Celebration at St
Patrick’s Church 6pm.

Monday 6t

Y5 Celebration of Learning event 2.45pm-
3.15pm. Y5 Parents/Carers Welcome.
3.20pm - Meet the New Teacher Session with
Miss Parry

Tuesday 7t

Little Acorns Meeting 9-10.30am. Led by
Caroline Daly SEND & Inclusion Advisory
Team. Invited carers

Tuesday 7t

Y4 Celebration of Learning event 2.45pm-
3.15pm Y4 Parents/Carers Welcome.
3.20pm - Meet the New Teacher Session with
Mrs Oswald

Wednesday 8t

Y3 Celebration of Learning event 2.45pm-
3.15pm.

Y3 Parents/Carers Welcome.

3.20pm - Meet the New Teacher Session with
Miss Mrs Moore

Thursday 9th

Special Whole School Event

Friday 10t

End of Year Thanksgiving Mass in St Patrick’s
church 10am. All welcome.

Friday 10th

Y1 Celebration of Learning event 2.45pm-
3.15pm Y1 Parents/Carers Welcome.
3.20pm - Meet the New Teacher Session with
Miss Clish

Please click here to view our Diary of Events

for the rest of the Academic year



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf

Parent/Carer Information

Summer Holiday Clubs — Kalma Life

Kalma Life are running Fun & Food holiday clubs at Bloemfontein
Primary, South Stanley Junior and Moorside Primary Schools this
summer. Children aged 5—-11 can enjoy crafts, games, STEM activities,
OUtd%ord adventures and more, with breakfast, lunch and drinks
provided.

Sessions run from 9am—-3pm and are FREE for children with a Fun &
Food ticket (£10 per day for all other families).

To book, visit www.kalmalifeuk.co.uk/gatesheadwest or contact

emma@?atesheaclwcﬁ.kalma ifeuk.co.uk/ 07581 359585 for
further information.

OUMMER HOLIDA

/ ‘ \ 3

Physical

Activity
| Breakfast, Snack Fun
| & Lunch provided | WOI’kShops

7 Y

Mindfulness
Exercises

g TUNAFO

Hollday activities
with healthy food



http://www.kalmalifeuk.co.uk/gatesheadwest
mailto:emma@gatesheadwest.kalmalifeuk.co.uk

SUMMER EX
CRAFT FAIR

Hosted by
Stanley Family of Catholic Churches

Y

SATURDAY Pl

11TH JULY DIPTON

Raffle, Tombola, Children's area, Tea Room, Face Painter,
Highland Cows and 1961 Fordson Dexter Tractor
Children's Cup Cake Competition
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Opento cmldren BRING TWo
CUPCAKES
aged 4 to 11 OF ANY FLAVOUR

‘. AND ANY DECORATION

PRIZE FOR BEST DEGORATION
AND BEST FLAVOUR
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