
Dear Families,

Year 6 Visit to the Youth Village – “Behold”
Our Year 6 pupils recently enjoyed a truly memorable visit to the Youth Village, 
joining many other schools from across the diocese for a special day centred on the 
theme “Behold.” It was, without a doubt, an incredibly enjoyable experience—
despite the very, very hot weather!
Throughout the day, pupils had the opportunity to listen to the Gospel, spend time 
in shared prayer and reflect on what it means to live out our faith in the world 
today. The theme “Behold” encouraged everyone to pause and really notice—to 
look more carefully, not just with our eyes, but with the eyes of faith.
We explored how to behold means to recognise God’s presence in the everyday: in 
the beauty of the world around us and in the people we encounter each day. It also 
calls us to look with wonder and awe, appreciating the gifts we have been given 
and the ways God is at work in our lives.
Through uplifting music, engaging storytelling, dance and moments of reflection, 
the children were inspired to think about how they can truly “behold” in their own 
lives—seeing others with kindness, recognising goodness and responding with faith 
and compassion.
It was wonderful to share this experience with so many other young people across 
the diocese, strengthening our sense of community and belonging. The day was 
filled with joy, energy and meaningful moments, leaving a lasting impression on 
everyone who attended.
Well done to all of our Year 6 pupils for their excellent participation and 
enthusiastic spirit—we are very proud of you!

We hope you have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's  

Have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Burgess

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's
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General News

Non-Uniform Day – Friday 3rd July

Next Friday, we will be holding a non-uniform day in school. We kindly 
ask that all children taking part bring in a donation of sweets on the 
day.

These will be used for the tombola at the upcoming Parish Fair, which 
takes place on Saturday 11th July at St Patrick's Church. 
Thank you for your continued support.



General News

New Reception Pupils' Visit
This week, we were delighted to welcome our new Reception pupils for a lovely 
afternoon in school. It was wonderful to see so many smiling faces as our newest 
recruits began to familiarise themselves with their new surroundings.

The children had the exciting opportunity to stay for lunch, experiencing our 
school routines in a relaxed and supportive way. They did a fantastic job, 
showing great independence and enthusiasm as they joined in.

During the afternoon, the pupils spent time getting to know one another, 
beginning to form new friendships that we are sure will blossom over the coming 
year. They also explored their new classroom, becoming familiar with the 
different learning areas and the wide range of activities on offer.

A particular highlight was time spent in our beautiful outdoor area, where the 
children could play, explore and learn in a fun and engaging environment. From 
imaginative play to discovery and exploration, it was wonderful to see their 
confidence already beginning to grow.

Staff were very impressed with how well the children settled and how eager they 
were to join in with everything. It was a joy to see their excitement and curiosity 
shining through.

We are very much looking forward to welcoming them back next week as they 
continue their introduction to school life here at St Patrick's.

Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit 
a late application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you have 
not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in September, 
we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as possible via the 
Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage of 
allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the process, 
please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy to support you.

Nursery Applications
If you have a child, who is three already, and you are looking for Nursery 
provision, please come and talk to us and meet our staff. Please spread the word 
to others!



General News

Working Together to Support Our Children
Recently, a very small number of families have approached staff with concerns 
that their child may be experiencing bullying. We would like to reassure all 
parents and carers that our staff are more than ready to give their time and 
attention to listen carefully and investigate these concerns fully.  We are a school 
that would never be afraid to openly and transparently tackle tricky issues.

Whenever any concern about potential bullying is raised, we treat it with the 
utmost seriousness. We respond promptly, speak to all pupils involved, gather 
information thoroughly (talking with teaching, support staff and lunchtime staff).  
This can often give a very different picture to the one originally brought to our 
attention.  We are always prepared to take appropriate action, where necessary. 
On the occasions brought to our attention recently, we are very pleased to say 
that our investigations found that bullying was not taking place - agreed by 
families once all the facts had been established.

For clarity, our Anti-Bullying Policy explains that bullying is persistent, targeted 
behaviour intended to hurt, upset, or harm another person, often 
involving an imbalance of power. It is important to distinguish this from one-
off incidents, disagreements between children or silly (albeit age-appropriate) 
behaviour.

The situations we have looked into more recently highlight that, at times, silly or 
unkind behaviour can occur, as it does in any setting where children are learning 
and growing together.  Whilst this behaviour is always addressed and used as an 
opportunity for learning and reflection, it does not meet the definition of bullying.

We have also become aware that some concerns are being discussed by parents 
and carers through WhatsApp and other messaging groups, including references 
to individual pupils. This is unfair and inappropriate.  We would respectfully ask 
that any worries or questions are brought directly to school. This allows us to 
respond quickly, fairly and sensitively, ensuring the wellbeing and privacy of all 
children involved.  

As always, we are committed to working in partnership with our families. Open 
communication between home and school is the most effective way to support 
every child and to maintain the caring, respectful community we value so highly.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Parish Newsletter 

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St.
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Parish-Newsletter-14th-June.pdf


General News

Autism Awareness Assembly – STAR Initiative
This week, we were delighted to welcome Chloe Dickinson from Investing in 
Children, who delivered a very informative and child-centred assembly on autism.

This forms part of our continued commitment to the STAR initiative (Support 
Targeted for Anxiety and Resilience), helping us to nurture understanding, 
empathy and resilience across our school community.

We appreciate that our pupils will have many different starting points in their 
understanding of autism, so this was a valuable opportunity to build a shared 
awareness in an engaging and accessible way. Chloe helped the children to 
understand that autism is a natural difference in how some people experience the 
world, communicate and interact with others.

Through clear explanations and relatable examples, pupils were encouraged to 
think about how everyone is unique, with their own strengths, challenges, and 
ways of seeing things. The assembly also highlighted the importance of kindness, 
patience and acceptance, reminding us all that small actions can make a big 
difference in helping others feel included and understood.
Pupils were particularly engaged as they explored how some individuals with 
autism may experience sensory differences or find certain situations 
overwhelming. This helped to develop greater empathy and encouraged pupils to 
reflect on how they can support their peers in a thoughtful and respectful way.

The session linked beautifully with our wider school values and our mission to 
create a caring and inclusive environment where everyone feels valued and 
supported. It also reinforced the importance of recognising and celebrating 
diversity within our school community.

We would like to thank Chloe for delivering such a meaningful and impactful 
assembly. It provided our pupils with important insights and practical 
understanding that will help them to continue growing as compassionate and 
respectful individuals.

Year Three/Four Tennis Festival
Our Year Three and Year Four pupils thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the tennis 
festival at Shotley Bridge. They showed great enthusiasm as they developed new 
skills, worked as a team and took part in a range of fun activities.
It was wonderful to see such positive attitudes and excellent behaviour 
throughout the day. We are very proud of how well they represented our school!

Parish Newsletter 

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St.
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Parish-Newsletter-14th-June.pdf


General News

Disconnect to Reconnect Week 

We are excited to announce our upcoming Disconnect to
Connect Week where we encourage everyone to reduce screen
time and focus on meaningful connections. Taking a break from
devices helps children reconnect with family, friends, learning and
their wellbeing. Throughout the week, pupils will take part in
activities that promote outdoor learning and creativity. Please
support at home by:
• Creating some device-free time each day
• Encouraging outdoor play or family games
• Talking with your child about the importance of finding a

healthy balance.
Please don’t forget to share photos with us!
Thank you for your continued support in helping our children build
healthy habits and stronger connections.

Mini Police Project

We are pleased to share that our involvement in the Mini Police 
project is now underway with our Year 5 pupils. This exciting 
initiative provides children with a valuable opportunity to develop a 
deeper understanding of what it means to be responsible citizens 
within their community. Through the programme, pupils will 
explore important themes such as respect, community safety and 
making positive choices. They will take part in a range of engaging 
activities designed to build confidence, teamwork, and a sense of 
responsibility.

Already, our Year 5 pupils have shown great enthusiasm and 
maturity in their approach, reflecting thoughtfully on how they can 
contribute positively both in school and beyond. We look forward 
to seeing how they grow in their roles and continue to act as 
excellent ambassadors for our school.

Parish Newsletter 

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St.
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Parish-Newsletter-14th-June.pdf


Online safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the 

need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any 

concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National 

Online Safety.



June Wellbeing Activities



Head Teacher’s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s 

certificate this week:

       

Reception​​/
Nursery

Georgia
Being 
Respectful

For always being 
polite to adults and 
her peers.

Year 1​​ Joseph W
Being 
Respectful

For always having an 
excellent attitude 
towards work and 
listening carefully to 
his teacher. 

Year 2​​ Jenny 
Being Ready 
to Learn 

For excellent 
teamwork within her 
group when creating 
a poster.

Year 3​​ Robin 
Being 
Responsible 

For keeping his 
workspace and 
classroom tidy.

Year 4​​ Safiia 
Being Ready 
to Learn 

For an excellent 
attitude to learning in 
all lessons, always 
giving 100%.

Year 5​​ Harriet
Being Ready 
to Learn 

For achieving 100% 
in all spelling test this 
year.

Year 6​​ Daniella 
Being 
Respectful 

For such consistently 
beautiful manners.



Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special 

Mention certificate this week:

For fantastic work in maths this week.

Reception/ 
Nu​​​rsery

Ashton
For being a good friend to 

others.

Year 1​​​ Rogan

For his fantastic work in writing 

and how much progress he has 

made.

Year 2​​​ Oscar 
For polite manners and 

contributing to our R.E lesson. 

Year 3​​​ Charlie

For always completing all 

classwork and homework to a 

high standard. 

Year 4​​​ Theo

For working hard on creating 

interesting sentence structures 

and using ambitious 

vocabulary.

Year 5​​​ James
For excellent spelling results 

this week.

Year 6​​​ Olivia
For putting her all into 
practising the Y6 leavers' 
songs.



Summary of upcoming events

Please click here to view our Diary of Events 

for the rest of the Academic year 

Monday 29th -
Friday 3rd 

Disconnect to Reconnect Week (CAFOD)

Wednesday 1st  Whole School Moving Up Afternoon 

Wednesday 1st -
Thursday 2nd 

Y6 Transition Days at St Bede’s

Wednesday 1st New Reception Classroom Visit (pupils 
only) 1.30pm-2.45pm 

Thursday 2nd Y4 Life Science Centre Trip 

Thursday 2nd Y5 BWCET Sport Event at Gateshead 
Stadium 

Friday 3rd Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 3rd Mission Team led assembly for CAFOD 
(Pupils only)

Friday 3rd Annual school reports issued (date may 
be delayed for Y6 as we will need to 
wait for SATs results to be returned)

Sunday 5th St Patrick’s families join parish for Mass 
9am. All welcome.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf
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