
Dear Families,
Break the Rules Day!

At St Patrick’s, we have ended the half term on a real high with our much-loved 
Break the Rules Day—a fun-filled occasion that brought smiles, laughter and a 
wonderful sense of community across the whole school.

For one special day, pupils are given permission to bend a few of the usual school 
rules, all in the spirit of celebration and creativity, of course! From mixing up 
hairstyles and painted nails, to dressing down from uniform and bringing in some 
chocolate treats, the excitement was clear to see.

Our pupils are truly brilliant and work incredibly hard throughout the term, so it 
was wonderful to take this opportunity to relax, have fun and let loose together.

It has been a short, but busy, half term.  I think we are all ready for a bit of rest 
and a bit of sunshine, so let us wish for both next week.

Have a lovely week!
From All at St Patrick's

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's
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General News

At St Patrick’s, we are extremely proud of our Catholic ethos and 
heritage. It shapes us as a community that celebrates each individual 
child and continually strives for the absolute best for all our pupils. Our 
school is rooted in tolerance, acceptance and a deep understanding of 
what it means to follow in Christ’s footsteps.

As such, we are a truly joyful school family — embracing children  from 
all Catholic traditions, as well as those of other faiths and of no faith.  
All pupils are welcome at our school.

This ethos of curiosity and acceptance has been beautifully lived out 
through recent visits from representatives of the Newcastle Synagogue 
and the Newcastle Gurdwara. These experiences give meaningful 
opportunities for our children to learn about and appreciate different 
faiths and cultures, deepening their understanding of the world around 
them.

Our children benefit from engaging first-hand with visitors, asking 
thoughtful questions, and drawing connections between shared values 
such as respect, kindness and community. These encounters enrich 
both our Religious Education curriculum and personal development 
curriculum and help to nurture pupils who are open-minded, 
compassionate and respectful of others—qualities that lie at the heart 
of our mission.



General News

Art Gallery Event in School – Wednesday 3rd June



General News

Survey The Big Future

We have been asked to share this with you from Dame Rachel de 
Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England.

As Children’s Commissioner, I am writing to ask for your support in 
helping children at your school take part in my new survey, The Big 
Future. 

You can take part here: 
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. 

As many of your Year 6 pupils will have recently finished their SATs, 
this could be a great opportunity for them to reflect on their time at 
primary school and share their hopes and ideas for the future in their 
own words.

I want to hear from children aged 0–18 from every background, in 
every part of the country, and your support will help make that 
possible. I’m asking children about the things they enjoy, the 
challenges they face, the changes they want to see in their 
communities, and what they think a good childhood should look like 
today. 

I would be hugely grateful if you could share the survey with pupils, 
parents and carers across your school community. Schools with 
particularly high participation rates will receive formal recognition for 
helping amplify children’s voices, along with a summary of their pupils’ 
responses, and an invite to my final Festival of Childhood. 

I’ll publish the findings next year, and they will help shape the 
conversations and decisions being made about children’s lives and 
futures at the highest levels. 

Thank you very much for your support. 

Dame Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner for England.

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.


General News

St Patrick’s Church Summer Craft Fair July 11th

We are excited to invite all our families to the Summer Craft 
Fair hosted by the Stanley Family of Catholic Churches at St 
Patrick's Church on Saturday July 11th.

We encourage children to take part in our Cupcake Competition 
at this year’s event! To keep things simple, children are asked 
to bring two identical cupcakes on the day. These will be 
judged on both decoration and taste by a panel of lucky 
parishioners.

There will be prizes for winners and runners-up in two age 
categories: 4–7 years and 8–11 years. We would love your 
support!

Alongside the competition, there will be plenty of fun for 
everyone. Children can enjoy free crafts and activities in the 
children’s zone, as well as face painting, an ice cream van, and 
even the chance to meet Highland cows! A traditional 1961 
tractor will also be available for photo opportunities.

The ever-popular tearoom will once again offer homemade 
treats and drinks at just 50p, ensuring everything remains 
affordable for families. Visitors can also enjoy live music, 
browse over 20 craft stalls, and take part in tombolas, raffles, 
and a bake sale.

We look forward to seeing you there for a fantastic day of 
community, creativity, and fun!
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Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit a late 

application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you have 
not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in September, 
we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as possible via the 
Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage of 
allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the process, 
please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy to support you.

Nursery Applications
As we mentioned last week, our Nursery is growing.  If you have a child, who is 
three already, and you are looking for Nursery provision, please come and talk to 
us and meet our staff.  Please spread the word to others!

Fidget Toys
We are seeing an increase in children bringing chew toys and fidget toys into
school.
To ensure consistency and avoid unnecessary distraction, we ask that any such
resources are discussed with the school in advance. Chew and fidget toys not
general classroom accessories, and both the benefits and any potential
challenges should be carefully considered.

We want to ensure all our pupils are given the support necessary to thrive at
school, however, when a child is coping well, participating fully and remaining
regulated during the school day, these items are not necessary in class. They
should not be viewed as a general or trend-based approach and should only be
used when highlighted in a health care professional report and after discussions
with the class teacher.  

In terms of fidget toys, teachers can ensure things are available within the
classroom in times of need.

We appreciate your support in helping us maintain a calm, focused and
supportive learning environment for all pupils. Please do contact us if you would
like to discuss your child’s individual needs and an appointment can be made
with your child's class teacher in the first instance.



Online safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the 

need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any 

concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National 

Online Safety.



May Wellbeing Activities



Head Teacher’s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s 

certificate this week:

       

Reception​​/
Nursery

Being Ready 
To Learn

Joshua
For his perseverance 
when things get 
tricky.

Year 1​​
Being 
Respectful

Ada

For showing adults in 
school respect every 
day through her 
actions.

Year 2​​
Being Ready 
to Learn  

Robin 
For listening and 
trying hard. 

Year 3​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Leo
For taking pride in his 
presentation of work. 

Year 4​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Lyla

For putting in so 
much effort into 
learning her times 
tables.

Year 5​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Harrison

For working hard 
in art this week, 
taking his time and 
creating a detailed 
piece of work.

Year 6​​
Being 

Respectful
Indiana

For consistently 
following all 
expectations.



Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special 

Mention certificate this week:

For fantastic work in maths this week.

Reception/ 
Nu​​​rsery

Filip

For trying so hard with his letter 

formation.

Year 1​​​ Rogan
For working hard this term to 

take turns with others in class.

Year 2​​​ Finn 
For taking his time to produce 

beautiful art work. 

Year 3​​​ Lucy

For showing outstanding 

creativity when making pop 

artwork this week. 

Year 4​​​ Cora

For listening to advice and 

always trying to be the best she 

can be.

Year 5​​​ Anya

For settling back into 

St Patrick's and making more 

lovely friends.

Year 6​​​ Lydia
For a consistent excellent 
attitude to all areas of school



Summary of upcoming events

Please click here to view our Diary of Events 

for the rest of the Academic year 

Thursday 21st May School closes for half term 
break 

Friday 22nd School closed due to staff inset day 

Monday 1st June School re-opens to pupils

Throughout 
June

New Reception Transition Sessions 

Monday 1st – 
Friday 12th 

Y4 Multiplication test window 

Wednesday 3rd Art Gallery Event 2.45-5.30pm

Thursday 4th Y5/Y6 Girls’ Football at Greenland 
4.00pm–5.00pm.

Monday 8th-

Friday 12th 
Y1 Phonics screening test window/Y2 
resits where necessary 

Monday 8th – 
Friday 12th 

World Faith Week – Islam 

Tuesday 9th Little Acorns Meeting 9-10.30am. 
Invited carers  

Monday 15th –
Tuesday 16th 

Y6 Residential Visit to Newby Wiske 
Hall Adventure Centre, Northallerton 

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v11-2025-2026.pdf
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