
Dear Families,

Attendance Matters

At St Patrick’s, we believe that every day in school is a valuable opportunity for 

our children to grow, learn and flourish. Excellent attendance is key to making the 

most of the wide range of enriching experiences we offer, from engaging lessons 

to creative activities and opportunities for personal development. Arriving on time, 

and being present each day, helps pupils build strong routines, develop 

confidence and maintain positive relationships with their peers and teachers. We 

are committed to working in partnership with families to ensure every child has 

the best possible start each day—because every moment in school truly matters.

We understand that children do become genuinely unwell, and we appreciate that 

absences for illness are sometimes unavoidable. However, it is important to 

recognise the impact of regular absence. A child with 90% attendance has missed 

around one half day of learning every week—this adds up to close to four full 

weeks of school across the year. At 80% attendance, a child misses the equivalent 

of one day every week, which is more than seven weeks of learning lost over the 

year. These missed days can make it much harder for children to keep up, feel 

confident and fully engage in school life.  

Thank you for your continued support in helping ensure your child attends 

regularly and arrives on time, so they can fully benefit from everything St Patrick’s 

has to offer.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely, long weekend!
Mrs Burgess

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's
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General News

Year Six SATs assessments 

Next week is a big week! We wish our wonderful Year 6 pupils good 

luck as they take part in their SATs. While these assessments are an 

important milestone, it is important to remember that no single set of 

tests can ever define a child’s true achievement or potential. We are 

incredibly proud of how hard our children have worked and the 

determination, resilience and positive attitudes they have shown in 

preparing for this week. That said, we want all our pupils to do their 

very best to show-case their learning and their work ethic.

We would, therefore, like to thank our Year Six pupils in advance for 

their efforts, and also extend our sincere gratitude to their dedicated 

teachers, Miss Parry and Mrs McGrady, for the care, commitment and 

many hours — both in school and beyond — that they have given to 

support the Year 6 pupils on their journey this year.

Families, we kindly ask for your support in ensuring your child has a 

good night’s sleep, on Sunday evening and throughout next week, so 

they arrive each day feeling refreshed, confident and ready for 

action.  A calm and positive start to each morning will help them feel 

settled as they take on their first challenge on Monday.

We know our pupils will approach the week with courage and 

confidence and we are all cheering them on!

Girls' Football Team Update



 General News

Y1/Y2 Visit from the Newcastle Reform Synagogue

As part of our Religious Education curriculum and personal development 
curriculum, pupils explore a range of different faiths throughout the year. 
Recently, as part of this learning, children in Years One and Two welcomed 
Lesley Hagon from the Newcastle Reform Synagogue, who helped to enrich and 
deepen their understanding of Judaism. This experience supports our curriculum 
aims, enabling pupils to broaden their knowledge while developing respect and 
appreciation for different faiths and cultures.   We are so fortunate to be part of a 
school community where diversity and tolerance is recognised and celebrated.

Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 - Late Applications 

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit a late 
application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you have 
not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in September, 
we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as possible via the 
Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage of 
allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the process, 
please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy to support you.

Nursery applications
As we mentioned last week, our Nursery is growing.  If you have a child, who is 
three already, and you are looking for Nursery provision, please come and talk to 
us and meet our staff.  Please spread the word to others!

Parish Newsletter 
Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St. 
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and 
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Parish-Newsletter-10th-May.pdf


General News

Safeguarding Information

If you are concerned that a child is being harmed or neglected call: 
First Contact 03000 26 7979. 

If the child or young person is at immediate risk of harm call 999. 

We expect all staff, volunteers and visitors, involved in any aspect of 
school life, to share this commitment. 

We believe our pupils have the right to be happy, to be safe and to 
learn. At St. Patrick’s, we believe safeguarding is everyone’s 
responsibility. 

Designated Lead – Mrs Burgess, Headteacher 

Deputy Designated Lead – Miss Parry, Assistant Headteacher and 
Year Six Teacher 

Deputy Designated Lead – Miss Clish SENDCO and Year Two 
Teacher

Girls' Football Team Update

Well done to our brilliant football team, who did us proud last night in their two 

matches – losing one and winning one. Thank you to their coach Mr Bell and to 

our supporters.



General News

Year Five Trip to Centre for Life

Year Five children enjoyed an exciting educational trip to the Life 

Centre in Newcastle, today, where they took part in a series of 

engaging space workshops. Throughout the day, the pupils explored 

fascinating concepts about the solar system, planets and dinosaurs 

through hands-on activities and interactive exhibits. 

They had the opportunity to learn about astronauts’ lives, experience 

simulated missions and deepen their understanding of scientific ideas 

in a fun and memorable way. The visit not only supported their 

classroom learning but also inspired curiosity and enthusiasm for 

science, leaving the children eager to discover more about the wonders 

of space.  What a brilliant experience!  I am not sure who had most 

fun, Mrs Oswald and Miss Shephard or the children!

First Holy Communion

One of our lovely Y4 pupils will be making their First Holy Communion 

on Sunday at St Patrick's Church.  Mass starts at 9am.  It would be 

great if you could offer your support.  I look forward to seeing you 

there.



Online safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the 

need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any 

concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National 

Online Safety.



May Wellbeing Activities



Head Teacher’s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s 

certificate this week:

       

Reception​​/
Nursery

Being Ready 
To Learn

Joseph
For listening to an 
instruction in PE.

Year 1​​
Being 
Respectful

Joseph H

For working hard this 
week on listening 
carefully to any 
instruction given by 
an adult. 

Year 2​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Grace

For showing an 
excellent attitude to 
learning and working 
so hard to recall 
addition facts.

Year 3​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Luke

For consistently being 
an active learner and 
producing work to a 
high standard.

Year 4​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Ailish

For a fantastic 
attitude in class this 
week, joining in and 
listening well.

Year 5​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Evie
For detailed work 
about the life cycle of 
an amphibian.

Year 6​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
All of Year 6

For working so hard 

in preparation for 

SATs next week.



Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special 

Mention certificate this week:

For fantastic work in maths this week.

Reception/ 
Nu​​​rsery

Esmae

For always approaching 

everything with a smile.

Year 1​​​ Joey 

For working hard on his 

phonics this week in school and 

at after school club.

Year 2​​​ Isabelle

For having an excellent attitude 

to learning and always trying 

her best. 

Year 3​​​ Hannah

For demonstrating an 

impressive depth of knowledge 

and sharing it with confidence.

Year 4​​​ Bella

For working extremely hard on 

learning times tables facts and 

making a huge improvement. 

Year 5​​​ All of Year 5

For participating in the science 

activity day at 'The Centre for 

Life.'

Year 6​​​ All of Year 6

For all of the hard work they've 

put in in the lead-up to their 

SATs next week





Summary of upcoming events

Please click here to view our Diary of Events 

for the rest of the Academic year 

Saturday 10th First Holy Communion at St Patrick’s 
Church 9.00am

Monday 11th – 
Thursday 14th  

Y6 SATs Week 

Friday 15th SEN drop-in session 2.30 - 3.15 
with Miss Clish SENDCO

Monday 18th – 
Thursday 21st

Walk to School Week   

Monday 18th – 
Thursday 21st 

Art Week 

Wednesday 
20th 

Y6 Parents’ Residential Information 
Meeting 3.30pm

Wednesday 
20th 

Y1/Y2 Soccer Tots at Greenland 
Primary School am

Thursday 21st 'Break the Rules' Day (50p per rule)

Thursday 21st May School closes for half term 
break 

Friday 22nd School closed due to staff inset 
day 

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v9-2025-2026-1.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v9-2025-2026-1.pdf
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