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Dear Families,

Attendance Matters
At St Patrick’s, we believe that every day in school is a valuable opportunity for

our children to grow, learn and flourish. Excellent attendance is key to making the
most of the wide range of enriching experiences we offer, from engaging lessons
to creative activities and opportunities for personal development. Arriving on time,
and being present each day, helps pupils build strong routines, develop
confidence and maintain positive relationships with their peers and teachers. We
are committed to working in partnership with families to ensure every child has
the best possible start each day—because every moment in school truly matters.

We understand that children do become genuinely unwell, and we appreciate that
absences for illness are sometimes unavoidable. However, it is important to
recognise the impact of regular absence. A child with 90% attendance has missed
around one half day of learning every week—this adds up to close to four full

weeks of school across the year. At 80% attendance, a child misses the equivalent

of one day every week, which is more than seven weeks of learning lost over the

year. These missed days can make it much harder for children to keep up, feel
confident and fully engage in school life.

Thank you for your continued support in helping ensure your child attends
regularly and arrives on time, so they can fully benefit from everything St Patrick’s
has to offer.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Burgess




General News

Year Six SATs assessments
Next week is a big week! We wish our wonderful Year 6 pupils good

luck as they take part in their SATs. While these assessments are an
important milestone, it is important to remember that no single set of
tests can ever define a child’s true achievement or potential. We are
incredibly proud of how hard our children have worked and the
determination, resilience and positive attitudes they have shown in
preparing for this week. That said, we want all our pupils to do their

very best to show-case their learning and their work ethic.

We would, therefore, like to thank our Year Six pupils in advance for
their efforts, and also extend our sincere gratitude to their dedicated
teachers, Miss Parry and Mrs McGrady, for the care, commitment and
many hours — both in school and beyond — that they have given to

support the Year 6 pupils on their journey this year.

Families, we kindly ask for your support in ensuring your child has a
good night’s sleep, on Sunday evening and throughout next week, so
they arrive each day feeling refreshed, confident and ready for
action. A calm and positive start to each morning will help them feel

settled as they take on their first challenge on Monday.

We know our pupils will approach the week with courage and

confidence and we are all cheering them on!




General News
Newcastle Reform Synagogue

As part of our Religious Education curriculum and personal development
curriculum, pupils explore a range of different faiths throughout the vyear.
Recently, as part of this learning, children in Years One and Two welcomed
Lesley Hagon from the Newcastle Reform Synagogue, who helped to enrich and
deepen their understanding of Judaism. This experience supports our curriculum
aims, enabling pupils to broaden their knowledge while developing respect and
appreciation for different faiths and cultures. We are so fortunate to be part of a
school community where diversity and tolerance is recognised and celebrated.
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Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 - Late Applications

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit a late
application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you have
not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in September,
we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as possible via the
Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage of
allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the process,
please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy to support you.

Nursery applications
As we mentioned last week, our Nursery is growing. If you have a child, who is

three already, and you are looking for Nursery provision, please come and talk to
us and meet our staff. Please spread the word to others!

Parish Newsletter

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St.
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and
News.



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Parish-Newsletter-10th-May.pdf

General News

Safequarding Information

If you are concerned that a child is being harmed or neglected call:
First Contact 03000 26 7979.

If the child or young person is at immediate risk of harm call 999.

We expect all staff, volunteers and visitors, involved in any aspect of
school life, to share this commitment.

We believe our pupils have the right to be happy, to be safe and to
learn. At St. Patrick’s, we believe safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.

Designated Lead — Mrs Burgess, Headteacher

Deputy Designated Lead — Miss Parry, Assistant Headteacher and
Year Six Teacher

Deputy Designated Lead — Miss Clish SENDCO and Year Two
Teacher

Girls' Football Team Update
Well done to our brilliant football team, who did us proud last night in their two

matches — losing one and winning one. Thank you to their coach Mr Bell and to

our supporters.




General News

Year Five Trip to Centre for Life
Year Five children enjoyed an exciting educational trip to the Life

Centre in Newcastle, today, where they took part in a series of
engaging space workshops. Throughout the day, the pupils explored
fascinating concepts about the solar system, planets and dinosaurs
through hands-on activities and interactive exhibits.

They had the opportunity to learn about astronauts’ lives, experience
simulated missions and deepen their understanding of scientific ideas
in a fun and memorable way. The visit not only supported their
classroom learning but also inspired curiosity and enthusiasm for
science, leaving the children eager to discover more about the wonders

of space. What a brilliant experience! I am not sure who had most

fun, Mrs Oswald and Miss Shephard or the children!

First Holy Communion

One of our lovely Y4 pupils will be making their First Holy Communion
on Sunday at St Patrick's Church. Mass starts at 9am. It would be
great if you could offer your support. I look forward to seeing you

there.




Online safe

We will give reqular updates throughout the year regarding the
need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any
concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National
Online Safety.

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

HELPING,NEURODIVERGENT CHILDREN
NAVIGATE THE ONLINE WORLD

Neurodivergent people tend to be early adopters of technology, and many influential innovators in this space are neurodivergent thomselves
It's therefore likely that a neurodivergent child or young person may be drawn to the online worlkd from on early oge. This lsn't a concem in
Itsell, but understonding both the benefits and potential risks is essential. Here are ten key considerations to support safe and positive online
experiences for neurodivergent children
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May Wellbeing Activities
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repeat on the opposite hand.

rﬂk Starfishlareath

Sit down comfortably with your legs crossed. Hold out
one hand, face your palm to the sky and spread out your
fingers like a starfish. Use the opposite hand and place
one finger onto the outside of your thumb. Breathe in as
you move your finger up your thumb and breathe out as
you move your finger down your thumb. Continue your
starfish breathing, remembering to breathe in as you

go up each finger and breathe out as you go down each
finger. Once you have finished, swap hands and

Sit down comfortably and close your eyes if you are
happy to do so. Carefully put your thumbs over your
ears and your fingers over your eyes. Breathe in slowly
through your nose until your tummy is full and then
breathe out through your mouth, making a humming
sound like a bee. Repeat this five times until you feel nice

and calm.

Ingredients
+100g butter

+200g icing sugar

+ 3 tsp vanilla extract

+10 shortbread fingers
(or make your own)

+20 pretzels
+5 chocolate sticks
(or liquorice)

«sprinkles

Equipment
+ whisk

+ mixing bowl
+sieve

+ teaspoon

+ tablespoon

+ piping bag and
nozzle (optional)

. Preheat the oven to 170°C-190°C fan/gas
. Mix the sugar and butter together until

. Stir in the plain flour.

. Dust the work surface with flour. Then,

. Cut the mixture into fingers and place

. Then, put them in the fridge for 20

. Bake them in the oven for 15-20 minutes

. Place them on the cooling rack and allow
them to cool before decorating.

mark 5.

smooth.
roll the mixture out until it is roughly
Tem thick.

them on a greased baking tray (or use
greaseproof paper).

minutes.

until they are golden brown.

. twinkl.com




Head Teacher’'s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s
certificate this week:

Reception/
Nursery

Being Ready
To Learn

Joseph

For listening to an
instruction in PE.

Being
Respectful

Joseph H

For working hard this
week on listening
carefully to any
instruction given by
an adult.

Being Ready
to Learn

For showing an
excellent attitude to
learning and working
so hard to recall
addition facts.

Being Ready
to Learn

For consistently being
an active learner and
producing work to a
high standard.

Being Ready
to Learn

For a fantastic
attitude in class this
week, joining in and
listening well.

Being Ready
to Learn

For detailed work
about the life cycle of
an amphibian.

Being Ready
to Learn

All of Year 6

For working so hard
in preparation for

SATs next week.




Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special
Mention certificate this week:

For always approaching
Esmae everything with a smile.

Reception/
Nursery

For working hard on his
Year 1 Joey phonics this week in school and
at after school club.

For having an excellent attitude
|sabelle to learning and always trying
her best.

For demonstrating an
Hannah impressive depth of knowledge
and sharing it with confidence.

For working extremely hard on
learning times tables facts and
making a huge improvement.

For participating in the science
All of Year 5 | @ctivity day at "The Centre for
Life.'

For all of the hard work they've
All of Year 6 | put in in the lead-up to their
SATs next week




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SUMMER TERM 2026 COME AND SEE AT HOME

MHere are all the topics that the children at St Patrick’s are going to be
Jearning about in Religious Education this Summer term. The children will be
studying the three themes of Pentecost (Serving), Reconciliation (Inter-
relating), Other Faiths, Universal Church (World) and Isiam faith,

PENTECOST —SERVING

Larly Yean COO0 NEWS « Fassing on the Good News of Jesus

Yeor 3 HOUDAYS AND HOLYDAYS « Partncost: fuact of the Noly Spire
Year 2 SPREAD THE WORD - Pentacoss: A 11ns2 10 oresd the Good New
Yeat ) ENERGY - Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Yoar & NEW LIFE - Ta hear and live the Easter mesiaps

Year s TRANSFORMATION - Celebration of the Spivit's transforming power
Years WITNESSES - The Holy Spintt enabiles peophe to bocome witnesses

FRIENDS - Mdm
BEING SDRRY - Ged Weipy a1 shesse wel

MALES - mmnumum

HOICe S - deﬂudwm

DULLDING BRIOGES - Mnmhuvmﬂnmﬁd
w00 0och nther

nmouqmm WMM-“”

OTHER FAITHS - ISLAM

Pupils will study various aspects of tslam for one week. Ask tham what they have been leaming
about,

UNIVERSAL CHURCH—WORLD

Eatly Yeans OUR WORLD - God"s wondartul world

Year L NEIOHBOURS « Nelghboun share God's world

Yoar2 TREASURES - Goad's treasure; the werld

Year 3 SPECIAL PLACES - Holy ptaces for Jesus and the Carlstian community
Yoar 4 GOO’'S PEOPLE - Differoot salnts show people what God iz ke

Year 5 STEWARDSHIP « The Church is called to the stswardship of Crastion
Year 6 COMMON GOOD » work &f the worldwide Cheintian family




Summary of upcoming events

Saturday 10th |First Holy Communion at St Patrick’s
Church 9.00am

Monday 11t — | Y6 SATs Week

Thursday 14t
Friday 15t SEN drop-in session 2.30 - 3.15
with Miss Clish SENDCO
Monday 18t" — | Walk to School Week

Thursday 21st
Monday 18t" — | Art Week
Thursday 21st
Wednesday Y6 Parents’ Residential Information
20th Meeting 3.30pm

Wednesday Y1/Y2 Soccer Tots at Greenland
20th Primary School am

Thursday 21st |'Break the Rules' Day (50p per rule)

Please click here to view our Diary of Events
for the rest of the Academic year



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v9-2025-2026-1.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Diary-of-Events-v9-2025-2026-1.pdf
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