
Dear Families,

Join Our Thriving EYFS Unit – Nursery Places for September 2026 Now Open! 

We are delighted to share that interest in our Nursery is already growing  - and it is easy to see 
why!

Our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) unit provides a warm, nurturing and inspiring start to 
school life. We warmly invite families to consider joining our Nursery, where children are 
encouraged to learn, explore and flourish from the very beginning of their educational journey.

A Unique EYFS Experience

At St Patrick’s, our Nursery and Reception children benefit from being part of a vibrant, integrated 
EYFS unit. This means:

• Children enjoy shared learning experiences, building confidence and social skills together.  At 
the same time, our pupils have dedicated opportunities to explore age-appropriate curriculum 
content tailored to their stage of development;

• Smooth transition into Reception, as children are already familiar with staff, routines and the 
learning environment;

• Highly experienced and caring staff;

• Exceptional outdoor learning - one of our highlights is our fantastic outdoor learning area, 
directly attached to the EYFS classrooms. This space allows children to explore, investigate and 
play in all seasons, develop physical skills and confidence and engage in imaginative and 
collaborative play.

Our EYFS team brings a wealth of experience, passion and expertise. They are skilled in 
supporting every child to:
• Develop independence and curiosity;
• Build strong communication and language skills;
• Feel safe, valued and ready to learn;

Welcoming Rising 3s

We are pleased to offer places in September for rising 3s (if your child turns 3 before 
September) providing an early start in a supportive and stimulating environment. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for younger children to begin their school journey with us.

We are thrilled that our Nursery numbers are already increasing — a real testament to the quality 
of provision and the strong sense of community within our school.

If you are considering Nursery provision for your child, we would love to welcome you to our EYFS 
family. Come and see first-hand the joyful, engaging environment we offer and discover how your 
child can thrive with us.
Contact the school office today to find out more or arrange a visit.

Have a lovely, long weekend!
Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
Mrs Burgess

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's
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General News

Nursery and Reception - A Joyful Easter Celebration in EYFS 

Ready, Steady, Go!
Alongside this, our Nursery and Reception pupils also took part in their very first 
“Ready, Steady, Go” session, which they thoroughly enjoyed. This 10-week 
programme will target their physical development, teamwork and listening skills 
— all the while having great fun!

Mass

Thank you, to Father Shaun for celebrating Mass with us this week.  Thank you, 
to all family members and parishioners who shared the occasion with us.

Girls' Football Team Update

Well done to all involved in our girls' football team.  The team played two 
matches this week earning a draw and a 3-0 victory!  We are delighted with the 
results, but what makes us even more proud is the great attitude the girls have 
shown in training and during their matches.  Many thanks to our coach, Mr 
Bell, and Mrs Langley, who leads PE in school, for giving your time so 
readily.  Good luck for the next games!

Our Nursery and Reception children have had a 
busy week as they came together to celebrate 
Easter.
The atmosphere was truly special, with our 
youngest pupils shining as they shared their 
learning through a fantastic Easter celebration. 
Their enthusiasm, confidence and growing sense of 
togetherness were evident for all to see. In a 
moment that perfectly captured the spirit of our 
school community, the whole school spontaneously 
joined in singing, creating an uplifting and 
memorable experience for everyone present.
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our 
wonderful pupils, who filled the celebration with joy 
and energy; our fantastic EYFS team, whose 
dedication and creativity made the event so 
meaningful and our supportive families, who turned 
out in such great numbers — your presence helped 
make the occasion even more special.

It was a lovely example of our school community coming together in 
celebration.



General News

Sun Safety

As the weather warms up, it is important to remind our children about sun safety. 

Please follow the Slip, Slap, Slop rule:

•Slip on a shirt to protect their skin.

•Slap on a hat to shield their face and neck.

•Slop on sunscreen to guard against harmful UV rays. Please ensure sunscreen is 
applied before you leave for school.

We have the 'slip' bit covered but, by practising all these simple steps, we can 
ensure our children stay safe while enjoying the sunshine. Let's work together to 
make sun safety a priority!

Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 - Late Applications 

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit a late 
application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you have 
not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in September, 
we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as possible via the 
Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage of 
allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the process, 
please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy to support you.

Parish Newsletter 
Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St. 
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and 
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Parish-Newsletter-3rd-May.pdf


Online safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the 

need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any 

concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National 

Online Safety.



May Wellbeing Activities



Head Teacher’s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s 

certificate this week:

       

Reception​​/
Nursery

Being Ready 
to Learn

Reuben
For trying so hard to 
blend and segment in 
Phonics this week.

Year 1​​
Being 
Respectful

Jakub
For always listening 
very carefully to any 
instruction he is given. 

Year 2​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Toby
For super writing about 
Flat Stanley. Toby had 
great ideas!

Year 3​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

Evie

For giving teachers 
100% of her attention 
and producing her best 
work.

Year 4​​
Being 
Responsible

Charlotte
For always being 
organised and ready to 
listen and learn.

Year 5​​
Being Ready 
to Learn

George
For working very hard 
in arithmetic this week.

Year 6​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
Lydia

An excellent attitude to 

all subjects.



Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special 

Mention certificate this week:

For fantastic work in maths this week.

Reception/ 
Nu​​​rsery

Whole class
For being superstars during our 

Spring Liturgy.

Year 1​​​ Hannah 
For working hard this week to 

improve her pace when writing. 

Year 2​​​ Sophie
For being a lovely friend to 

everyone. 

Year 3​​​ Lexa

For reading confidently with 

varied volume and expression 

and adhering to punctuations. 

Year 4​​​ Oliver
For writing at length and putting 

extra detail into his work.

Year 5​​​ Phoebe

For drawing some very 

accurate angles this week.

Year 6​​​ Daniella
For such an excellent attitude 

to learning.



Summary of upcoming events

Please click here to view our Diary of Events 

for the rest of the Academic year 

Monday 4th School closed for May Day Bank 
Holiday

Wednesday 6th Reception Vision Screening in 

School am 

Thursday 7th Y5/Y6 Girls’ Football at Greenland 
4.00pm–5.00pm

Friday 8th Y5 Life Science Centre Trip

Saturday 9th First Holy Communion 

Monday 11th – 
Thursday 14th  

Y6 SATs Week 

Friday 15th SEN drop-in session 2.30 - 3.15 
with Miss Clish SENDCO

Monday 18th – 
Thursday 21st

Walk to School Week   

Monday 18th – 
Thursday 21st 

Art Week 

Wednesday 
20th 

Y6 Parents’ Residential Information 
Meeting 3.30pm

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Diary-of-Events-v7-2025-2026.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Diary-of-Events-v7-2025-2026.pdf
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