A GuttteneinGe CahChiERE Rl ‘
-

Newslhe’ctef‘:'ZOth March 2026

Dear Families,

St Patrick's Day Celebration of the Word

I would like to extend a big thank you to our Mission Team for leading us in our St
Patrick's Day Celebration of the Word this week.

Their thoughtful preparation, reverence and enthusiasm helped our whole school
community come together in prayer and reflection as we honoured our patron
saint.

We heard how St Patrick's was a person of faith and courage who followed his
calling to spread God's message of kindness and compassion to all he met — a
message which remains as important as ever.

Thank you, to all parents who were able to attend.

Mr Gray's Visit
Mr Gray popped in for a first visit to say, 'Hello' this week. It was lovely that he

was able to meet pupils and staff. He is very excited to be joining St Patrick’s in
September.
Hope you all have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Burgess




General News

Pupils starting Reception in September 2026 - Late Applications

We would like to remind families that it is still possible to submit a late
application for a place in our Reception Class for September 2026.

Late applications can still be made and will continue to be processed. If you
have not yet applied for a Reception place but wish your child to join us in
September, we encourage you to complete an online application as soon as
possible via the Durham County Council School Admissions portal.

Submitting a late application ensures your child is included in the next stage
of allocations or re-allocation rounds. If you would like any help with the
process, please get in touch with our school office — we are always happy
to support you.
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https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Parish-Newsletter-15th-March.pdf

Online safety

We will give reqular updates throughout the year regarding the
need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any
concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National
Online Safety.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know a?:out

LINE TRENDS ENCOURAGING VI-QLENCE

7 out of 10 teens report seeing viokent content on social media, with over half of that content featuring fights
involving young people. Most don’t ‘seok’ it but are shown it through social media feeds or messaging
groups. 9" of young people involved in viclonce have seen viclent social medio contant. Viral trends

challenges, or ‘'wars’ that are spread onkne risk encouroging violence offfine, while real- workd incidents
may oiso be recorded and promoted online,
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Advice for Parents & Educators
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Draw a picture Help tidy Write down D"IP""gki g2ty Donate books

and give it to your classroom something you are F1ca 1 = el:erbyone or toys to a
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Outdoor Mindfulncss Scavenger Hunt

Go outside and use all of your senses to complete this scavenger hunt

+ 2 medium sized potatoes or - 1tsp baking powder
250g cold mashed potato

Find something that Listen to a

makes you happy.

Find something that

; « 1tsp sunflower oil
smells nice.

bird singing.
+ 2 eggs + knob of butter 2

« 125ml milk +

\ e e
it This | ccipe requires adult supervision.

1. If you need to make the mashed potato, peel and chop the potatoes
into chunks. Then, add them to a pan of water and boil for 15 minutes
or until they are soft.

« 75g plain flour

Listen to leaves
rustling on a tree.

Find something that is
your favourite colour.

Find something that

makes a noise. 2. Drain the potatoes using a colander. (Adult supervision is required as

the water will be extremely hot.)
3. Mash the potatoes and then weigh out 250g. Allow this to cool.
4. Sieve the flour and baking powder onto the mashed potato.
5. In a bowl, whisk the eggs and milk together. Then, add this to the |

mashed potato and flour mixture and stir well. Whisk the mixture
until it is smooth.

Find something that
is smooth.

Find something the
colour of the sky.

Find something as small
as your fingernail.

6. In a large frying pan, heat half of the sunflower oil and a bit of the butter. (Adult
supervision is required as the fat and pan will be extremely hot.)

~

. Carefully, add 1 thsp of the batter for each pancake to the pan. You should be able to
fit four pancakes in the pan.

8. After about 1 minute, small bubbles will appear on the top and the bottom of the
pancake should be light brown. Turn the pancakes over and cook on the other side.

9. When both sides are light brown, carefully remove from the pan.
10. If you have any mixture left, you can cook more pancakes in the same way. |

Look for a cloud that is 11. Finally, serve and enjoy. Y +
shaped like an animal. Follow an insect. Find something
Watch it change shape. What it is doing? that is soft. @




Head Teacher’'s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s
certificate this week:

Reception

Being Ready
to Learn

For her amazing
progress in phonics.

Being Ready
to Learn

Sydney

For being ready to learn
each morning on the
carpet with a smile.

Being
Responsible

Jenny

For always listening and
working hard to
complete tasks.

Being
Responsible

Patrick

For always keeping our
classroom and his
workspace tidy.

Being Ready
to Learn

George P

For putting so much
effort into his
description of Narnia.

Being Ready
to Learn

Harrison

For working hard in all
subject areas this week.

Being Ready
to Learn

Daniella

For such a fantastic
attitude — always

striving to achieve.




Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special
Mention certificate this week:

For trying so hard in maths this
Reception Reuben week.

For working really hard on his
Year 1 Rogan presentation this week in his
work.

For super writing about his
creature. Darren presented his
work beautifully.

For being a kind and a caring
friend to everyone in our Year 3
class.

For trying hard in all maths
lessons this week and
accepting help to solve difficult
problems.

For always being a kind and
Phoebe caring member of the class and
school community.

For consistently going above
and beyond in schoolwork —
always striving for the best.




Summary of upcoming events

Tuesday 24t |Rec-Y6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
3.30pm-6pm in school

Thursday 26t |Rec/Y3 Hall Hill Farm Trip

Monday 30t" |Y1/Y2 Palm Sunday Liturgy 2.30pm
in school. All welcome.

Tuesday 315t | Y1/Y2 Beamish Museum Trip

Tuesday 31st | Y3/Y4 Maundy Thursday Liturgy
2.30pm in school.
All welcome

Thursday 2nd Y4 Segedunum Roman Fort Trip

Thursday 2nd Y5/Y6 Good Friday Liturgy
2.30pm in school. All welcome.

Please click here to view our Diary of Events
for the rest of the Academic year



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Diary-of-Events-v7-2025-2026.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Diary-of-Events-v7-2025-2026.pdf

Parent/Carer Information

This Easter, Kalma Life will be teaming up with the Fun & Food programme to offer fully
funded holiday club places for families in and around the Stanley area, with 125 spaces
available.

Places are free for children with a Fun & Food (Free School Meals) ticket, or £10 per child, per
day for all other families.

The sessions are designed to keep children happy, active and engaged, with a wide range of
exciting activities including:

Creative crafts such as tin can creatures, sock bunnies and suncatchers

Planting and growing activities

Outdoor exploration

Fun STEM activities like lemon volcanoes and cloud dough making

Fruit kebab making and colourful painting

Children will also take part in energetic games and group activities throughout the day.

Breakfast, lunch and drinks will be provided daily (please ensure any dietary requirements are
included when booking).

There is no limit to how many sessions children can attend, however places are limited each
day and must be booked individually on a first come, first served basis.

¢ Location: Bloemfontein Primary School, Stanley
@ Time: 9:00am — 3:00pm
“" Dates: Monday 13th — Friday 17th April

Bookings can be made:
Via the Kalma Life website for paid spaces: www.kalmalifeuk.co.uk/gatesheadwest
Or using the booking link provided on your Fun & Food ticket (for free spaces)

If you have any questions, please contact Kalma Life directly at
emma@gatesheadwest.kalmalifeuk.co.uk or 07581 359585.
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http://www.kalmalifeuk.co.uk/gatesheadwest

Parent/Carer Information
Easter Holiday Camps — Foundation of Light &

Foundation of Light will be running Football and Holiday Camps this Easter (7th—
17th April) across Sunderland, Seaham, Peterlee and North Durham.

These sessions are a great opportunity for children to stay active, build
confidence and have fun during the holidays.

Places can be booked here:
https://www.abler.io/shop/foundationoflight/holidaycourses

There are also fully funded places available on selected camps at Wellfield,
Beamish and Seaham for children eligible for Free School Meals through the Fun
& Food programme.

If your child is eligible, you will have already received a Fun & Food ticket.
Please scan the QR code on your ticket for full details and booking information.
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https://www.abler.io/shop/foundationoflight/holidaycourses
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