
Dear Families,
We hope you had a lovely half term break.

World Book Day
This week, our school was filled with excitement as we celebrated World Book Day and our 
shared love of reading. Across every class, pupils immersed themselves in stories, creative 
activities and rich discussions about the books and characters that inspire them.

Throughout the day, children took part in a variety of activities — from exploring favourite 
stories to creating artwork, acting out scenes and sharing recommendations with friends. 

Pupils also joined live and video remote sessions with authors, including Robert Tregoning, 
Mitch Johnson and Onjali Q Rauf, giving pupils the chance to hear directly from the people who 
bring incredible stories to life. 

A particular highlight of the day was the fantastic response to our ‘Book in a Box’ challenge. 
The entries were nothing short of outstanding — thoughtful, inventive and beautifully crafted. 
Each one showcased the remarkable talent, imagination and enthusiasm of our pupils. 
Everyone who sent in their creation should feel incredibly proud of what they achieved. We 
hope our grown-ups enjoyed joining in with the fun too. 

Days like these remind us how special it is to share stories together and celebrate the joy that 
reading brings to our school community.

Congratulations to our winning entries. There are more entries on our Facebook page.

Happy reading and happy weekend!
Mrs Burgess

Mrs Burgess

Have a lovely weekend!
From All at St Patrick's
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General News

Non-Uniform Day

As part of our fundraising efforts, we will be having a non-uniform day 
on Thursday 12th March, led by our wonderful Friends of St 
Patrick's.
Instead of a donation of money for school funds, we ask that each 
child brings in some form of chocolate (sounds good already). 

This could be a bar of chocolate (big or small), a chocolate egg or a 
box of chocolates.

The friends of St Patrick's group will then combine the contributions 
into some choc-a-block hampers.  Raffle tickets will be on sale before 
and after the Easter celebrations/liturgies week beginning 30th March.
Please send in donations by Wednesday 25th March.

Thank you, in advance, for your support.

Big Lent Walk

This year,  we will be taking part again in the Big Lent Walk to help 
raise money for less fortunate in our society through CAFOD. The dates 
for the walk for each year group will be shared soon. In the meantime, 
families can support this wonderful cause by donating through the 
Arbor School Shop or send in £2 cash donation to school.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support in helping others 
during the season of Lent.

Y3 and Y4 Girls' Football Festival at North Durham Academy

We were delighted that our girls were able to participate in this event 
as we are always keen to encourage all our pupils to get involved in 
sport.  We want to make sure we give our girls the message that all 
sports are  for them too.  Events like these help break down barriers by 
offering a positive, enjoyable experience where every girl feels 
welcome, encouraged  and included.

St Joseph's and St Patrick's Newsletter
Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St. 
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and 
news.

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Parish-Newsletter-22nd-February.pdf


General News

Parent/Carer Governor Role

We are recruiting a parent/carer governor. Could it be you?

We are looking to appoint a parent/carer governor to join our Local 
Governing Committee and we would be delighted to hear from anyone 
interested in supporting the continued success and development of our 
school.

Parent/carer governors play a vital role in school life. Their 
responsibilities include:
• Championing the views of parents and carers within the governing 

body.
• Supporting and challenging school leadership to ensure the very 

best outcomes for all pupils.
• Helping shape the strategic direction of the school.
• Promoting the school’s vision, values and mission within the wider 

community.

No previous experience is needed — just a commitment to our school 
community and a willingness to contribute your time and perspective. 

Full training will be provided, and you will be supported by a 
knowledgeable, friendly and dedicated team of governors and school 
leaders who work closely together to make a positive impact.  

If you are passionate about helping our school continue to thrive, we 
would love to hear from you. 

Please email the school at stpd@stpd.bwcet.com by Friday 13th 
March to express an interest. 

St Joseph's and St Patrick's Newsletter

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s 
and St. Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming 
parish events and news.

St Joseph's and St Patrick's Newsletter
Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s and St. 
Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming parish events and 
news.

mailto:stpd@stpd.bwcet.com
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Parish-Newsletter-8th-March.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Parish-Newsletter-22nd-February.pdf


Online safety 

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the 

need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any 

concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National 

Online Safety.



March Wellbeing Activities



Head Teacher’s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s 

certificate this week:

       

Reception​​
Being Ready 

To Learn
Charlotte

For sharing fantastic 

ideas during class 

discussions.

Year 1​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
Charlie

For always being sat on 

the carpet focused and 

ready for the lesson.

Year 2​​
Being 

Respectful
Finn

For being a polite and 

caring member of our 

class. 

Year 3​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
Eden

For giving teachers 

100% of her attention. 

As a result, she 

contributes thoughtfully 

to  whole-class 

discussion. 

Year 4​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
Bella

For such a fantastic 

attitude to learning 

times tables.

Year 5​​
Being 

Respectful
Lara

For always listening 

carefully in class.

Year 6​​
Being Ready 

to Learn
Lexi

For always giving 100% 

to every task.



Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special 

Mention certificate this week:

For fantastic work in maths this week.

Reception ​​​ Whole Class

For their fantastic approach to 

all of the activities during World 

Book Day.

Year 1​​​ Poppy

For her amazing focus and 

precision when completing her 

art during World Book Day.

Year 2​​​ Jory
For listening carefully and 

always trying her best. 

Year 3​​​ Eva

For being a positive and 

fantastic role model to her 

peers. 

Year 4​​​ Logan

For producing some fantastic 

artwork based on 'The Boy, The 

Mole, The Fox and The Horse'.

Year 5​​​ Melissa

For making good progress in 

maths this week.

Year 6​​​ Olivia

For such an excellent attitude in 

maths and making super 

progress.



Summary of upcoming events

Please click here to view our Diary of Events 

for the rest of the Academic year 

Tuesday 10th Little Acorns Meeting 9-10.30am. 
Led by Caroline Daly SEND & 
Inclusion Advisory Team. 
Invited carers  

Wednesday 
11th 

Rec-Y6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 
3.30pm-6pm in school

Thursday 12th Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 13th Y5/Y6 Basketball Festival at Consett 
Leisure Centre pm 

Tuesday 17th  St Patrick’s Feast Day Mass in 
church 9.30am. All welcome.

Friday 20th SEN drop-in session 2.30pm-
3.15pm with Miss Clish SENDCO

Monday 23rd – 
Friday 27th 

Community Challenge Week

Tuesday 24th Rec-Y6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 
3.30pm-6pm in school 

Thursday 26th Rec/Y3 Hall Hill Farm Trip

https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Diary-of-Events-v6-2025-2026-1.pdf
https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Diary-of-Events-v6-2025-2026-1.pdf
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