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Dear Families,

The Gigantic Star

This year’s Nativity was nothing short of magical. Reception, Year One and Year
Two came together to perform The Gigantic Star and filled the church with festive
joy.

Our fantastic children captivated everyone with their enthusiasm, confidence and
beautiful singing.

The story of the star that shone so brightly was brought to life through great
teamwork and great energy from all involved. Each child played their part
brilliantly, supported by the guidance and encouragement of staff. The
performance reminded us of the true meaning of Christmas and the importance of
hope and light.

A huge thank you to everyone for their incredible hard work in preparing the
children and to families for supporting this special event. It was a wonderful
celebration of community and faith and we could not be prouder of our pupils.

Have a lovely weekend!
|| From All at St Patrick's




General News

Year Five and Year Six Spread Christmas Cheer at Dipton Manor

This week our fantastic Year Five and Year Six pupils brought festive joy to
the community with a special visit to Dipton Manor Care Home for carol
singing. Despite braving torrential rain on the walk there and back, their
smiles and enthusiasm never wavered.

The children sang beautifully, filling the room with warmth and Christmas
spirit. Residents joined in with familiar carols and were delighted by the
energy and kindness shown by our pupils. It was a wonderful opportunity to
share music, laughter and friendship across generations.

We are so proud of our pupils and we are very grateful to the residents,
staff and families of Dipton Manor for allowing this wonderful link with St
Patrick's.

Christmas Cards for Delight Court

As well as visiting Dipton Manor, our pupils have also been producing
Christmas cards for Delight Court. We hope this gesture will bring some
smiles to the faces of the lovely residents and staff.




General News

Dipton Christmas Tree Lighting

The children who joined the choir for the Dipton Christmas tree lighting
ceremony received a lovely thank you from the organisers.

I know our fantastic pupils would have been ready to join in this lovely,
community event without the reward; nevertheless, it is certainly a
very kind gesture which is much appreciated. We look forward to
joining in with the next event.

Christmas Jumper Day

We all enjoyed the chance to wear our Christmas jumpers on Thursday
for Save the Children's Christmas Jumper Day.

If you are able to contribute, please do so via our fundraising page
below. So far, we have raised £151!

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD250008546
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General News

St. Patrick's Christmas Tree Festival

Year Six have been busy creating decorations for our exhibit for
the St. Patrick's Christmas Tree Festival, which takes in place in
Church this weekend. We designed our tree around the theme
'Live Simply' and tried to make environmentally friendly choices
when decorating it.
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General News

St Patrick's Nursery

We are delighted that we have already received some applications for
our new Nursery provision opening January 12th 2026.

This is the next stage of an exciting journey for us as a school as we
widen our offer to more families and younger pupils.

We are starting small as we feel this will allow us to provide the best
possible start.

We have already been in contact with our 'Nursery' families and our
newest pupils will be invited for a visit very soon.

Please complete the link below if you would like to apply for your
child's place in our Nursery provision.
https://forms.office.com/e/ayzpUTshMc

Reception Applications for September 2026

If you are a family with a child due to start the Reception year in
September 2026, we encourage you to look around our wonderful
school when making this decision.

We are very happy to introduce you to our fantastic staff and pupils
and show you how our school is organised.

Please contact the school office to make an appointment. If you have
friends or family in this position, please pass on our details.

Please apply for your child's Reception place on the link below.
Applications close on Thursday 15 January 2026.

https://www.qgov.uk/apply-for-primary-school-place

Parish newsletter

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for St. Patrick’s
and St. Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news about upcoming
parish events and new
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General News

Parent Governor Vacancy

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor to join our Local
Governing Committee. Parent Governors play a vital role in shaping the
strategic direction of the school, supporting leadership and ensuring
that decisions are made in the best interests of all pupils.

This role involves working as part of a team to monitor school
performance, contribute to policy decisions and uphold our vision and
values. A Parent Governor should strive to ensure that St Patrick's
remains an inclusive and welcoming school for all, with the highest
expectations for every child.

If you are interested in making a difference and supporting our school
community in this way, please email us with your expression of interest
by Thursday 18th December. Please state what specific skills you feel
you could bring to the role.

If we have a number of interested candidates, this will move to a vote.
If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact
the school office and an appointment can be made to chat through this
further.

Parent Governor
Vacancy




Online safety

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the
need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any
concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National
Online Safety.

Oniine scalping is when individuals or groups use automated software (bots) to bulk-buy
high-demand iterms ~ such as gaming consoles, concert tickets, imited -edition trainers, or
exchusive merchandise ~ with the intention of reselling them at vastly inflated prices. Itsa
fast-moving online trend that can frustrote young consumers and expose them to misleading
practices or financial harm. As this unethical toctic grows, it's important to help children and
young people understand how scalping works and how to navigate it responsibly.
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Find some
seasonal natural
treasure and bring
it inside
to display.

Get creative! Use
paint to create a

winter scene. i
Hoads

15

Dance to your
favourite
Christmas song;

25

December Wellbeing Activities 7
Christmas Wellbeing-
Advent Calendar

Wake up in time
to see the sun rise.

Sit in a quiet area
outside and listen
to all the natural
sounds you
can hear.

Sitting
comfortably, close
your eyes and
breathe deeply.
Think of five
things you are
grateful for.

Wrap up warm
and go for a walk

Why not make up your own cocoa ceremony? Make a

hot chocolate, using a special cup, pouring technique and
serving tray. Make the hot chocolate as if something very
profound is happening. Drink it slowly and with your full
attention. Tidy it away with that same sense of quiet jou.

There is nothing like a little light show. Put on the
Christmas lights and spend time just enjoying their
twinkle. Watch the colours, the light areas, shadows and
how they change. You might spend more time there doing a
quiet task or listening to gentle music.

Making paper chain decorations is a really calming and w

productive way to spend your time. Simple strips with
tape at the end can be linked together to create a lovely
decoration. Decorate the strips before assembling with

written messages or hopes.

Shining Star Pose iy + .

Lie on the floor with your legs and arms stretched out
comfortably so you are in a star shape. Imagine your
heart is the centre of the star and that it beams out
peaceful love. Breathe slowly and easily as you relax

your shoulders and neck. Rest here for 10 lovely breaths.

outside.
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Christmas Pudding Rice Cereal Cakes

Ingredients Method

50g rice cereal 1. Chop the raisins and break your milk chocolate into pieces.
30g raisins 2. Put the butter, milk chocolate pieces, peanut butter and
50g butter marshmallows into your saucepan and heat gently on a

: low heat. Stir the mixture until the chocolate and butter
100g milk chocolate : ;
have melted and the marshmallows are just going gooey.

2 thsp crunchy peanut

butter 3. Pour the sticky butter, milk, peanut butter and marshmallow

- mixture into your bowl with the raisins and rice cereal and
30g mini marshmallows stir well until everything is mixed together and coated.

899 white chf)colate 4. Line your egg cup with cling film and then press about
Icing decorations such a tablespoon of the mixture into the egg cup.

as holly leaves (these

can be bought pre-made) 5. Press the mixture down firmly and then pull the cling film

out of the egg cup and remove from your rice cereal ball.

Equlpment Place the ball, flat side down, into one of the cupcake cases.
Chopping board

; 6. Continue steps 4 and 5 until you have used up all your
Sharp knife :

mixture. You should be able to make between 10 and 12.
Hob
7. Place the rice cereal cakes in the fridge

Small bowl

and chill until they are firm.

Merlus saucpdn 8. Whilst the rice cereal cakes are chilling, put the white

Large mixing bowl chocolate in a small bowl and melt in the microwave. Do thif
Wooden spoon in short bursts to make sure that the chocolate doesn't burn.
Egg cup 9. Once the chocolate is melted and the cereal cakes are firm,
Cling film spoon a little chocolate over the top of each pudding.
Microwave 10. Top the white chocolate with your

pre-made holly leaf decorations.




Head Teacher’'s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s
certificate this week:

| Being For always having
Reception Respectful Charlotte beautiful manners in
school.
Being !:or b_e_ing ready to learn
Year 1 Ready to Joseph H n W”t'f‘g and :
Learn p_roducmg a fantastic
piece of work.
Vear 2 g:'an dgy to Toby For wo_rking so hard to
Learn learn times tables facts.
For always listening
Being carefully, lining up
Year 3 Respectful Lucy silently and looking
after equipment.
Being !:or sharing fgntastic
Year 4 Ready to [Theo |deas_ for writing ana
Learn working very hard all
week.
Being For working extremely
Year 5 Ready to [Samuel hard in English and
Learn maths.
Being For looking out for
Year 6 Respectful Phoebe others and being a
good friend to all.




Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special
Mention certificate this week:

Reception

Rosie U

For her amazing singing in
he Gigantic Star Nativity this
eek.

Year 1

Faith

[or her hard work in phonics
his week.

Year 2

Freddie

[or always working hard and
rying his best.

Year 3

Patrick

For always being a fantastic
and cheerful member of our
Year 3 class.

Year 4

Bella

For putting so much effort
into every piece of work this
week.

Year 5

Evie

For always asking for help and
support in class.

Year 6

Lucas

[or expert decoration-making
or the Christmas tree festival.




Summary of upcoming events

Saturday 13t Parish Christmas Tree Festival
and Sunday 1-4pm

14th
Monday 15t Y3/Y4 Liturgical Dance 2.15pm in
school. Y3/Y4 Parents/carers
welcome.

Tuesday 16t Y5/Y6 Carol Service 2.15pm in
school. Y5/Y6 Parents/carers
welcome.

FOSP Christmas Raffle to be
drawn after the service.
Wednesday 17t | Christmas Parties — EYFS + KS1
am / KS2 pm (Non uniform)
Thursday 18t Christmas Lunch Day (children can
wear Christmas jumpers

Please click here to view our Diary of Events for
the rest of the Academic year



https://stpatricksdipton.bwcet.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Diary-of-Events-v3-2025-2026-1.pdf
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Parent/Carer Information

Mental Health & Emotional Support -

for children, young people & families in County Durharm

[his is o great starting point to help you access support

If Christmas is a hard time for you, it's important
to remember that you are not alone.

KOOTH | www.kooth.com

Free, safe and anonymous support around mental wellbeing for 11 years +

Emotional Health & Resilience Team | 03000 263 532

Emotional health, advice and guidance for 5-19 years

TEWYV Crisis line | NHS 111 Option 2 | www tewv.nhs uk

24 hour service for young people experiencing a mental health crisis

Childline | 0800 1111 | www.childline.org.uk

Confidential telephone counselling service for any child with a problem

Mind | 0300 123 3393 | wwwmind org.uk

Provides information and signposting around mental health, including where to get help
and treatment options




Parent/Carer Information

Young Minds | 0808 802 5544 | www.youngminds.org.uk

Helping young people around isolation and gaining support around mental health

PAPYRUS | 0800 068 4141 | www papyrus-uk.org

Confidential support and advice for young people with thoughts of suicide

BEAT Youthline | 0808 8010711 | www beateatingdisorders.org.uk

Provides support for children and young people with an eating disorder

Remember your local school and GPs are available to help.
You are not alone, we can get through this together.

E‘ﬂﬁ Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys m

County Durham NHS Foundation Trust
Clinical Commissioning Group

County Counci il

County Durham . @ Durh_g:m i
Care Partnership
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Parent/Carer Information

Tickets available at all
Christmas performances

and willbe drawn at the

final performance on Dec

CHRISTMAS

16th

RAFFLE

£| PER STRIP

PRIZES INCLUDE:
Overnight stay at Lord
Crewe, Bamburgh

All money raised will 20 Family Voucher for the New

back into the FOSP fund Moti Jheel, Mini Photo
to help with future Shoot,
events and towards ﬁlmpers and more
school supplies.




Parent/Carer Information
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TREE FESTIVAL

DECEMBER
13TH-14TH 1PM-4PM

ST PATRICK'S CHURCH
DIPTON

TREES - TEA ROOM
TOMBOLA - RAFFLE




Parent/Carer Information

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

ZIST DECEMBER 2025 3P1

ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH STAHLEY

THIS IS THE PERFECT WAY TO EMBRACE THE MAGIC OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
WITH JOYFUL MUSIC, BEAUTIFUL MOMENTS, AND WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE.

MULLED WINE & MINCE PIES £S5 PER TICKET
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