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Dear Families.

A huge thank you for all your support. We raised £230 at the Autumn Disco for Fr
David Smith's Charity Muhoroni Community Project in Kenya.
It is great that we can continue to support this fantastic community.

World Faith Week
Over the course of each academic year, we spend time exploring world faiths.

As part of our World Faith Week celebrations, this term, pupils at St Patrick’s have
been learning about Judaism. Rooted in traditions that go back thousands of
years, Judaism teaches values such as justice, kindness and community.

Children explored key aspects of Jewish life, including the importance of the
Torah, the weekly celebration of Shabbat, and the significance of festivals like
Hanukkah and Passover. They also learned about the synagogue as a place of
worship and the role of symbols such as the Star of David and the menorah.

This learning supports our mission to “Follow in Christ’s Footsteps” by promoting
understanding and love for all people as well as exploring our British values of
tolerance and respect. These values are extremely important in a world where
unity, compassion and mutual appreciation help build a brighter future for
everyone

Reception Intake 2026
If your child is eligible to start school in the Reception year (September 2026),
please follow the link below to apply:

Primary school places - Durham County Council

We would be delighted to welcome you to our wonderful school. If you would like
to arrange a visit, please contact the school office — we’d love to show you what
makes St Patrick’s such a special place to learn and grow.

Kind regards
Mrs Burgess
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General News

Faith in Action

In July 2025, 24 children proudly received their Pin Level Awards from
Catholic Youth Ministry. Once again, we are delighted to share that
Year 6 will be engaging in Faith in Action sessions with Mrs A,
continuing their journey of learning and reflection.

St Patrick’s Christmas Craft Fair

St Patrick’s Church Christmas Craft Fair will take place on Saturday
22nd November, 12:30pm-—3:30pm.

This wonderful community event will feature: 20 local craft stalls, live
music, raffles, tombolas, a bake and preserves sale, a children’s craft
area, hair braiding and a fantastic face painter. Santa will also be
visiting between 1pm and 2pm! It promises to be a brilliant day, full of
festive fun for all ages.

If you're able, donations of chocolates, sweets and small prizes or gifts
for the children’s area and tombola would be very gratefully received.
Please bring any donations into school by Wednesday 19th
November. We want to do our part to help make sure St Patrick’s
Church continues to be a vibrant part of our community. Money raised
on the day will help raise funds for our parishes.

To make the event extra special, children from all our parish schools
have been invited to open the fair with a few Christmas carols. If your
child would like to join in with the carols, please complete the following
form by Friday 14th November.
https://forms.office.com/e/4tCQuqg38Ts

Please come along, bring family and friends and help spread the word
by sharing the event information. Let's make this a wonderful
community celebration and an even bigger success than last year!

Parish newsletter

Please click here to view this week's parish newsletter for
St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s parishes. Here you will find news
about upcoming parish events and news.
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General News

Rugby
We've had an action-packed week at St Patrick’s with a fantastic focus on rugby!

The week began with a rugby festival, where Y5 pupils had the opportunity to
showcase their teamwork, resilience and sporting spirit in a fun and friendly
environment.

Later in the week, we welcomed a specialist rugby coach into school to lead
additional sessions in Y5 and Y6. These were energetic, engaging and full of
opportunities for children to develop their skills in passing, tackling (non-contact)
and strategic play.

Y5/Y6 Boys’ 7a-side Football Matches

Our football team played amazingly in their first games of the Football League,
winning two of their games

brilliantly!

Road Safety

Today, we were pleased to welcome Amy Smith, from the Road Safety team at
Durham County Council, to lead a special assembly. She delivered some essential
messages to help our pupils stay safe when walking, cycling or travelling near
roads.

The assembly reinforced key safety tips such as Stop, Look, Listen, Think, the
importance of being visible and how to cross roads safely. Pupils listened
attentively and engaged thoughtfully, showing great awareness of how to keep
themselves and others safe.

We are grateful to Amy for her time and for helping us all remember how to be
responsible and safe pedestrains and road users.

Please support our children by taking extra care when dropping and collecting
children from school during usual school hours. Please ensure that you park away
from school and walk onto site when dropping or collecting from breakfast club
or wraparound care.

Thank you, for working with us to keep everyone safe.




General News
Link to Hope Shoebox Appeal

A heartfelt thank you to all the families and staff for your generous contributions
to the Link to Hope Shoebox Appeal. It's been wonderful to see our school
community come together to make a difference to the lives of others.

It was wonderful to see our Friends of St Patrick's getting stuck in to wrap and
prepare the boxes, working alongside our great Mission Team.




Online safety

We will give regular updates throughout the year regarding the
need for vigilance with online safety. Please alert us to any
concerns you may have.

Please see the following guidance and advice from National
Online Safety.
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November Wellbeing Act|V|t|es
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Recycle.
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You will need:
A jar or bottle, Glitter, Glitter glue,
Gel food colouring, Warm water

Method

1. Add the water to your jar until it is
approximately a third of the way up.

2. Add the glitter glue into the warm water
and whisk together, until combined.

3. Add a few droplets of the gel food
colouring. (Keep in mind to use this
sparingly as too much colouring will
make the glitter harder to see.)

4. Lets get glittery! Add as much glitter as
your heart desires. You can add chunky
bits of glitter or fine glitter, or both!

5. Top up your jar with the rest of the warm
water, keeping a small gap near the top.

6. Shake, shake, shake!
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Poppy Day Biscuit

Ingredients
300g plain flour

200g butter
100g sugar
Optional splash of milk

Equipment
Mixing bowl

Wooden spoon
Baking tray

Decorating
Chocolate buttons

Icing sugar
Red food colouring

Water

1
2;

9.
10.

Method

Pre-heat the oven to 180°C and grease a baking tray.

Place the flour, butter and sugar into a bowl
and mix together. If it seems a little dry, add
a splash of milk to loosen the mixture.

Form the dough into a ball and place
on a lightly floured surface. Roll out the
dough to your required thickness.

Use a circular cutter to press out the biscuits.

Place in the oven for 10-15 min until they start
turning golden or brown around the edges.

Place on a cooling rack until completely cooled.

Meanwhile, mix red food colouring with your
icing sugar and a little water. Mix until you get a
thick icing to spread easily but not so it will run
off the biscuit. Add more icing sugar if the mixture
is too runny, or more water if it is too thick.

When the biscuits have cooled, use a teaspoon
to carefully spread the icing on the biscuit.
If possible, try and make a poppy shape.

Place a chocolate button in the centre of the poppy.

Let the icing set a little before eating. Enjoy.
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Head Teacher’'s Awards

The following children have received a head teacher’s
certificate this week:

Being : .
Reception Ready To [Sara For trylng_ 50 hard with
her blending.
Learn
. For coming into school
Being : :
Edie [ready to learn this
Year 1 |Ready to .
Mae |(week and really trying
Learn : :
hard in phonics.
Bein For always trying hard
Year 2 Res gc')nsible Robin o listen carefully and
P complete all tasks.
Being cmile on face every
Year 3 |Ready to |Mark : <y
morning and being
Learn :
excited to learn.
Being Always ready straight
Year 4 |Readyto |Logan |after break for his next
Learn lesson.
Being :
Year 5 |Readyto |Alya For wo_rkmg hard on
adverbial phrases.
Learn
For completing lots
Year 6 Ready to Logan |more tasks within the
Learn :
allotted time.




Class Teacher Special Mention Awards

The following children have received a Class Teacher Special
Mention certificate this week:

Reception

Filip

For coming into school every
ay with a beautiful smile and
antastic manners.

Year 1

Sydney

For working hard on her
phonics this week.

Year 2

Jory

For coming to school with a
mile on her face and being a
riendly member of our class.

Year 3

Robin

For adding 2-digit and 3-digit
numbers confidently.

Year 4

Theo

For offering some great ideas
n how to learn your times
ables.

Year 5

Samuel

For challenging himself in class.

Year 6

Jack

For being ready and willing to
ontribute to answer questions
nd contribute to class
Iscussions.




Summary of upcoming events

Monday 10t- | Anti-Bullying Week — Power for Good
Friday 14t

Monday 10th | Odd Socks Day

Monday 10t | Playground Pals - Mentoring Training led by
Chloe Dickinson ‘Investing in Children’
1-3pm.

Tuesday 11t | Remembrance Celebration of the Word
Assembly 9am led by Y6.

All welcome.
Wednesday Y3 Hancock Museum Trip
12th
Wednesday Y5 Emmaus Village Residential Retreat
12t — Friday
14th

Monday 17t Playground Pals - Mentoring Training led by
Chloe Dickinson ‘Investing in Children’
1-3pm.

Tuesday 18t | Little Acorns Meeting 9-10.30am. Led by
Caroline Daly SEND & Inclusion Advisory
Team. Invited carers

Tuesday 18t |Y5 Games Afternoon at Dipton Manor Care
Home

Wednesday Y3/Y4 Athletics Festival at Consett Leisure
19th Centre am

Thursday 20t | Open the Book Assembly. All welcome.

Friday 21st SEN drop-in session 2.30pm-3.15pm with
Miss Clish SENDCO

Saturday 22" | Parish Christmas Craft Fair
12.30pm-3.30pm

Please click here to view our Diary of Events for
the rest of the Academic Year
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arent/Carer Information

STANLEY FAMILY OF
" CATHOLIC CHURCHES 5

CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAIR -

Get Ready to Sparkle and Shop!

DIPTON

12:30PM - 3:30PM e 720 Local Craft Stalls
S ey G o Live Music

Qur communi*y Christmas « Raffle, Tombolas
Craft Fair isjusf around the ) Ba/eed GOOds' Tea Eoom
corner, offering tmique, C Chl'/a'ren's Craﬁ Area
handmade fabulous 5if+s, e Face Painter
beautiful decorations, and e Santa Visi?ting between /Pm

festive fun for all ages.

and ZIDWI
Please bring cash, not all stall CRO) Sl more

holders have card machines.

SAVE THE DATE!

Christmas Tree Festival
[3th & I4#h December /-prm
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